Cuba and South Africa Ratify
Excellent State of Bilateral Ties

Sudafrica

Pretoria, February 2 (RHC-PL)-- Cuba and South Africa reaffirmed their strong ties of friendship and the
excellent level of bilateral and multilateral cooperation, following Thursday's official visit by Cuban vice
President Salvador Valdes Mesa.

Valdes Mesa arrived in South Africa on Tuesday. He has already held meetings with government leaders
and the African National Congress (ANC), and other political organizations that make up the triple
alliance.

Valdes Mesa and his counterpart and host, South African Vice President Cyril Ramaphosa, held official
talks Wednesday. In a subsequent joint statement to the press, the two sides highlighted aspects of the
historical ties between South Africa and Cuba, as well as cooperation, which today extends to various
sectors.

There are currently more than 600 Cuban professionals offering their services in South Africa, including
400 doctors. A group of some 700 young South Africans are also pursuing studies at medical schools
here in Cuba. Once graduated, they will return to their home communities to offer their services there,
thus contributing to improving health indicators.
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