
At Least Eight Dead, 90 Missing
After Boat Sinks Off Libya

Tripoli, September 22 (RHC)-- A ship full of asylum-seekers heading for Europe has capsized off the
Libyan coast, leaving at least eight people dead and nearly 90 others missing. Eight bodies were found
and 35 migrants rescued on Tuesday and Wednesday, according to an official in Zuwara. He reported
that survivors had clung onto the sinking vessel for five days before it ran aground on the Libyan coast.

Survivors told reporters that the sunken ship had been carrying between 120 and 130 asylum-seekers,
including women and children, from different African countries. The Libyan navy said the shipwreck
occurred off the coast of Sabratha, a town west of Tripoli that is a hub for asylum-seekers heading for
Europe and from where the vessel had set off.

Last week, Libya's coastguard rescued more than 3,000 asylum-seekers aiming to make the perilous
crossing from the Mediterranean Sea to Europe, while Italy picked up another 2,000. The tally was the
highest reported out of Libya for a one-week period since a dramatic fall in numbers in mid-July.

The European Union has reportedly given tens of millions of euros to Libyan authorities to try to stem the
flow of asylum-seekers. Officials say the funds have mainly been used to strengthen Libya's coast guard,
reinforce its southern border and handle those transferred to detention centers. The United Nations
International Organization for Migration (IOM) says more than 130,000 asylum-seekers have arrived in
Europe by sea since the start of 2017. 



Some 2,500 asylum-seekers lost their lives attempting to make the perilous voyage across the
Mediterranean Sea this year. During the same period in 2016, 3,200 asylum-seekers had lost their lives,
according to the UN agency.

https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/internacionales/142131-at-least-eight-dead-90-missing-after-boat-sinks-
off-libya
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