
U.S. president announces deal
with lawmakers to end
government shutdown

Washington, January 26 (RHC)-- President Donald Trump said on Friday he has reached a
tentative agreement with U.S. lawmakers for three weeks in stop-gap funding that would end a
partial U.S. government shutdown now in its 35th day, with a senior Democratic aide saying money
the president demanded for a border wall is not included.
 
Trump had previously insisted on the inclusion of $5.7 billion to help pay for a wall along the vast
U.S.-Mexico border in any legislation to fund government agencies.
 
Shortly after making the announcement from the White House, the U.S. president signed legislation
that temporarily opened government services until February 15th.
 
With the effects of the shutdown spreading on Friday, Trump said a bipartisan congressional
conference committee would meet to come up with a plan for border security.
 



Trump triggered the shutdown, which began on December 22nd  and idled some 800,000
government employees, with his wall-funding demand but Democrats, who control the House of
Representatives, rejected it on the grounds that a wall would be costly, ineffective and immoral. 
 
In one of the many effects of the shutdown, hundreds of flights were grounded or delayed at
airports in the New York area and Philadelphia on Friday as more air traffic controllers called in
sick.   The Federal Aviation Administration issued a ground stop for flights destined for New York's
LaGuardia Airport on Friday morning before lifting it about an hour later.  Staff shortages also
delayed flights at Newark Liberty International Airport and Philadelphia International Airport, the
FAA said.
 
Hundreds of thousands of federal workers have been furloughed or, as with some airport workers,
required to work without pay.  Some federal agencies have reported much higher absence rates
among workers as they face an indefinite wait for their next paychecks.
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