
Independent Candidate Narrowly
Beats Far-right Rival in Austria
Presidential Runoff

Vienna, May 24 (RHC)-- Austria's independent candidate Alexander Van der Bellen has narrowly
defeated far-right rival Norbert Hofer in the country's presidential runoff.  The 72-year-old Van der Bellen,
a former economics professor, won over 45-year-old Hofer, from Freedom Party (FPOe), by 50.3 percent
to 49.7 percent, said Interior Minister Wolfgang Sobotka during an official announcement in the capital
Vienna, adding that "a difference of 31,026 votes," clinched victory for Van der Bellen.

Hofer conceded defeat in the knife-edge runoff and said in his Facebook account: "Of course I am sad.  I
would have loved to have looked after this wonderful country for you as president."

He also told his supporters no to be "disheartened," and called the election campaign an "investment" for
the future.  Hofer had announced that he would not swear in a female minister who wore a hijab.  He had
also threatened to seize upon never-before-used presidential powers to dismiss prospective Austrian
cabinets that fail to take a tougher stance on refugees or boost the economy.

The president traditionally plays a largely ceremonial role in Austria, but he is capable of dissolving the
National Council, the more powerful lower house of the parliament, in just one occasion, which in turn



triggers a general election.

In the first round of the elections in April, Hofer scored an unexpected victory, securing 35 percent of the
vote compared to the 21 percent gained by Van der Bellen.  It represented the FPOe's best result ever at
federal level since 1945.

Hofer is highly critical of his country's policies in accepting large numbers of refugees, while Van der
Bellen, who has revealed himself to be a "child of refugees," has accused his opponent of having an
authoritarian view of the president's powers.

https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/internacionales/94509-independent-candidate-narrowly-beats-far-right-
rival-in-austria-presidential-runoff
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