
U.S. Justice Department to Probe
Rise in Hate Crimes after
Trump's Election

Washington, November 24 (RHC)-- The U.S. Justice Department is launching an investigation into an
"alarming" spike in hate crimes across America following Donald Trump's election victory, says Attorney
General Loretta Lynch. 

In a video message issued in Washington, Lynch announced that she would review hundreds of alleged
hate crimes that were reported after the November 8th vote. 

"I know that many Americans are concerned by a spate of recent news reports about alleged hate crimes
and harassment.  Some of these incidents have happened in schools.  Others have targeted houses of
worship.  And some have singled out individuals for attacks and intimidation.  The FBI is assessing, in
conjunction with federal prosecutors, whether particular incidents constitute violations of federal law," she
said. 

Lynch also described as "sobering" the content of a recent report by the FBI, which stated that hate
crimes against Muslims in the U.S .had reached its highest level since the September 11, 2001 attacks. 



"Earlier this week, the FBI released its statistics on hate crimes committed in 2015.  These numbers
should be deeply sobering for all Americans.  Among other alarming trends, the report showed a 67-
percent increase in hate crimes committed against Muslim Americans," Lynch said in her message. 

The bitter face-off between Trump and his Democratic rival Hillary Clinton before the election left the
American public divided over many issues including racism and freedom of religion. 

Trump's proposals to ban all Muslims from entering the US and to deport illegal immigrants enraged many
people, leading to a wave of civil unrest that began during the campaign and continued after his election. 

Since the election day, thousands of protesters have held rallies in major U.S. cities like Chicago, New
York City, Los Angeles, Boston, calling on the Republican president-elect to step down before his
inauguration on January 20. 

Lynch, who would reportedly be replaced by Republican Senator Jeff Sessions under Trump, did not
address the widespread protests. 

According to the FBI, hate crimes overall grew by 6.8 percent in 2015 to a total of 5,850 incidents reported
throughout the year, compared with the 5,479 incidents reported in 2014. 
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