
Deal with Google Expected to
Make YouTube, Other Platforms
More Readily Available in Cuba

Havana, December 12 (RHC) — The Cuban telecommunications company ETECSA announced Monday
morning that talks had successfully concluded with the Internet giant Google for the signing of an
agreement that is expected to allow users in Cuba easier access to Google contents on the web,
including YouTube.

The accord, said ETECSA, will also provide greater speed and service quality.  Sources close to the
negotiations told AP in Havana that Google websites like YouTube could run up to 10 times faster on the
island.  AP said the agreement was being announced by Google chairman Eric Schmidt in Havana.

Google is reportedly installing multiple servers in Cuba that will host much of the company's most popular
content.  Storing Google data in Cuba eliminates the long distances that signals must travel from the
island through Venezuela or Europe to the nearest Google server. 

The U.S. does not authorize direct data connection with Cuba, rendering Internet painfully slow on the
island, with many sites timing users out over the long wait.



https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/nacionales/115249-deal-with-google-expected-to-make-youtube-other-
platforms-more-readily-available-in-cuba
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