
U.S. President Refuses to Attend
White House Correspondents'
Dinner

Washington, February 27 (RHC)-- U.S. President Donald Trump says he will not attend this year's White
House Correspondents' dinner, reflecting a break with past presidents amid growing tensions between his
administration and the media.

"I will not be attending the White House Correspondents' Association Dinner this year.  Please wish
everyone well and have a great evening!" Trump wrote in a tweet on Saturday.  Trump's announcement
came as several news organizations, including CNN and MSNBC, say they may not participate in this
year's event at the Washington Hilton Hotel.

The annual event, organized by the White House Correspondents' Association (WHCA), honors
journalists who cover the White House and awards scholarships to aspiring reporters.  WHCA has issued
a statement saying that it "looks forward to having its annual dinner on April 29."

The WHCA typically invites the president and members of his staff.  A comedian is brought in to roast the
commander in chief, who then delivers lighthearted remarks.  Trump attended the dinner in 2011, where
he was repeatedly mocked and teased by then-President Barack Obama.  Trump chose to skip the dinner



during the 2016 presidential campaign, despite receiving a number of invites from the media.

Trump's decision not to attend this year's event is his latest thrust against American news outlets, which
he has tried to discredit by labeling them "fake," "crooked," and "dishonest."

Trump's announcement came following his administration's latest clash with the news media on Friday,
when White House press secretary Sean Spicer barred several major news organizations from attending
a briefing in his office.

Several news outlets, including The New York Times, The Hill, Politico, and CNN were barred from the
question-and-answer session.  Several right-leaning news organizations as well as some major networks
such as ABC were allowed to attend.  The Associated Press and Time magazine, whose correspondents
were allowed into Spicer's briefing, refused to attend, because of the way it was handled.

Meanwhile, WHCA President Jeff Mason said the dinner "has been and will continue to be a celebration
of the First Amendment and the important role played by an independent news media in a healthy
republic."

"We look forward to shining a spotlight at the dinner on some of the best political journalism of the past
year and recognizing the promising students who represent the next generation of our profession."
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