Sixteen Killed, 200 Injured In
Moscow' s Deadly Storm

Moscow, May 31 (RHC)-- The death toll in a storm that struck Moscow and surrounding suburbs on
Monday has risen to 16, and more than 200 others were injured, Russian officials said.

It was the deadliest storm in the Russian capital since one on a similar scale in 1998 which killed around
10 people. Eleven of the casualties were in Moscow while the other five were in the suburbs, Russian
investigators and the administration of the Moscow region said on Tuesday.

Moscow residents complained on social media that they had not been properly warned by authorities
about the storm, which hit during rush-hour with gusts of wind felling trees across the city of 12 million and
damaging cars and buildings.

The Russian emergencies ministry, however, said it had circulated an advance notice about the storm
through media and local authorities, TASS news agency reported the ministry as saying in a statement.

"The hurricane struck during rush hour, in the day time. That's why the number of casualties is so high,"
Moscow's official website quoted mayor Sergei Sobyanin as saying.

The storm damaged 243 buildings and around 2,000 cars in the Russian capital.
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