
More than 30 Libyan Migrants
Feared Dead as Mediterranean
Toll Tops 1,700

Tripoli, May 31 (RHC)-- Migrants rescued from a rubber boat that left Libya last week said as many as 30
people were trampled or drowned during their voyage as this year's Mediterranean death toll climbed to
more than 1,700, the United Nations said on Tuesday.

They arrived in Pozzallo, Italy, on Monday and said their boat lost its motor and took on water hours after
leaving Libya.  Some fell into the sea and drowned and others were trampled during the panic, including a
small child, leaving between 20 and 30 dead.  Only two bodies were recovered.

Migrant arrivals by sea to Italy are up about a third this year to roughly 60,000, and the United Nations
High Commission for Refugees has recorded more than 1,700 dead or missing.  More than 50 bodies
have been brought to Italy over the past few days and dozens more are feared dead, the agency said.

A second group of survivors from a rubber boat told the UNHCR that 82 were feared dead after falling into
the water when their boat deflated last Wednesday, one week ago.  On the same day, 33 bodies were
retrieved, including 13 women and 7 children, when a wooden boat nearly capsized and dumped some
200 into the water as rescue operations began.



https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/internacionales/131316-more-than-30-libyan-migrants-feared-dead-as-
mediterranean-toll-tops-1700
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