'Fake News' forces closure of
10,000 Mexican Facebook
accounts

Mexico City, June 29 (RHC)-- A surge in "fake news" circulating on social media ahead of Mexico's pivotal
July 1st elections has prompted Facebook to eliminate over 10,000 accounts, groups and pages from
within the North American nation.

There are over 84 million Facebook users in Mexico and with the presidential elections scheduled July
1st, misinformation could spell disaster for the nation. "Facebook has been working harder to eliminate
the content of 'hate' after the growing evidence of inkjet in the U.S. presidential election in 2016. Of
course, one of the recent hotbeds that the social network has had in the look is the next election in
Mexico," said Nathaniel Gleicher, Facebook's head of cyber-security policy.

"There is no place on Facebook for this kind of behavior, we are investing very well in both people and
technology to drive away the negative content of our services." The Facebook users in question violated
"community standards" regarding "coordinated damage" and inauthenticity and were penalized
accordingly, Gleicher said, noting that artificial intelligence and moderators police the site to identify and
remove offensive content.



"We eliminated 837 million pieces of spam and 2.5 million hate messages and deactivated 583 million
false accounts worldwide in the first quarter of 2018, much before someone reported the problem on
Facebook," Gleicher said.

Mexico's elections will culminate in a battle between the four remaining presidential candidates: Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador (AMLO), Ricardo Anaya, Jose Antonio Meade and Jaime Rodriguez Calderon,
along with the selection of multiple state and municipal candidates.
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