
Cuba garners prize for biofuel
use

Havana, Apr 19, (RHC), -- Cuba is set to receive the Luis Wannoni Lander International Prize for its
sustained progress in producing and promoting biofuels, the daily Granma reported Friday.

The prize, to be awarded by the Pan-American Union of Associations of Engineers (UPADI), will be
presented in August during the Union's convention in Santa Cruz, Bolivia, the daily said, quoting Jose
Antonio Guardado Chacon, member of the board of directors of the Cuban Society for the Promotion of
Renewable Energy Sources (CubaSolar).

Guardado said Cuba has invested substantially in biofuel plants around the country in its pursuit of
alternative energy and moving away from costly oil.
Mainly converted from the by-products of the island's sugar industry, the country's biofuels have helped to
reduce domestic electric energy consumption by 40 percent to 70 percent.

The government is now studying to put in use biofuels in more areas such as home lighting and running
refrigeration units and farm equipment, other than the current applications in heating and cooking.

The Luis Wannoni Lander International Prize is in honor of Venezuelan environmentalist and sustainable
development campaigner Luis Wannoni Lander.
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