
ICC to investigate alleged war
crimes in Palestinian territories

The Hague, December 21 (RHC)-- The chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC) has said
she will launch a full investigation into alleged war crimes in the occupied Palestinian territories.  The
announcement by Fatou Bensouda on Friday was welcomed by the Palestinian leadership as a "long-
overdue step" but prompted an angry response by Israel.  "I am satisfied that there is a reasonable basis
to proceed with an investigation into the situation in Palestine," Bensouda said in a statement.  "In brief,
I'm satisfied that war crimes have been or are being committed in the West Bank, including East
Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip," she added, without specifying the perpetrators of the alleged crimes.

Bensouda said before opening a full probe, she would ask The Hague-based tribunal to rule on the
territory over which it has jurisdiction, as Israel is not a member of the court.  She urged judges to rule on
the court's jurisdiction "without undue delay". The prosecutor added however that she did not require any
authorisation from judges to open a probe as there had been a referral from the Palestinians, who joined
the court in 2015.

"Palestine welcomes this step as a long-overdue step to move the process forward towards an
investigation, after nearly five long and difficult years of preliminary examination," a statement from the
foreign ministry said.



Bensouda launched a preliminary probe in January 2015 into allegations of war crimes and crimes
against humanity in Israel and the Palestinian territories, in the wake of the 2014 Gaza war which left
2,251 dead on the Palestinian side, the majority civilians, and 74 on the Israeli side, most of them
soldiers.

Israel and its ally, the United States, have both refused to sign up to the court, which was set up in 2002
to be the only global tribunal trying the world's worst crimes, war crimes and crimes against humanity.

The Palestinians, who signed up to the ICC in 2015, have already accepted the court's jurisdiction but
have repeatedly urged the court to move faster.  A full ICC investigation could possibly lead to charges
against individuals being brought. States cannot be charged by the ICC.

Senior Palestinian official Saeb Erekat called the decision a "positive and encouraging step that brings us
closer to the opening of a criminal investigation into the crimes committed in Palestine in accordance with
the Rome Statute, putting an end to the impunity of the perpetrators and contributing to the achievement
of justice."

 

 

https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/internacionales/210338-icc-to-investigate-alleged-war-crimes-in-
palestinian-territories

Radio Habana Cuba

https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/internacionales/210338-icc-to-investigate-alleged-war-crimes-in-palestinian-territories
https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/internacionales/210338-icc-to-investigate-alleged-war-crimes-in-palestinian-territories

