
UNESCO responds to Trump's
threat to destroy Iranian cultural
sites

Paris, January 9 (RHC)-- UNESCO’s director-general Audrey Azoulay has reminded U.S. President
Donald Trump that his country was committed to multiple international conventions, binding Washington
to respect cultural heritage in the case of conflict.

The warning from the head of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization came
in response to Trump’s threat in recent days to attack 52 sites in Iran, some of which pertain to the culture
of the country, if Tehran were to retaliate over the killing of Iranian Gen. Qasem Soleimani, commander of
the Quds Force of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, in a U.S. airstrike.

Earlier this week, Azoulay met with Iranian ambassador to UNESCO, Ahmad Jalali, to address the
situation in the Middle East and threats against its heritage, according to a statement released by the
organization.  The UNESCO chief recalled that both the United States and Iran had signed conventions to
protect cultural property in case of conflict and world heritage that meant that they could not “deliberately”
take any measures to damage the cultural and natural heritage of other signatory countries.



She also pointed out that UN Security Council Resolution 2347, which was adopted unanimously in 2017,
condemns acts of destruction of cultural heritage.  

In a message posted on Twitter, Trump had said that if Iran attacks U.S. interests his country has “We
have ... targeted 52 Iranian sites (representing the 52 American hostages taken by Iran many years ago),
some at a very high level & important to Iran and the Iranian culture.”

“If Iran strikes any Americans, or American assets... Iran itself, WILL BE HIT VERY FAST AND VERY
HARD,” the U.S. president had threatened.

https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/internacionales/211470-unesco-responds-to-trumps-threat-to-destroy-
iranian-cultural-sites
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