
Washington and Tel Aviv
pressuring IAEA to act outside its
purview

Tehran, March 6 (RHC)-- Iran says the U.S. and Israel are seeking to undermine the “constructive
cooperation” between the country and the UN nuclear agency by forcing the latter to act outside its
purview.

“Unfortunately once again, the U.S. and the Israeli regime are trying to sabotage the dynamic and
constructive relations and cooperation between the International Atomic Energy Agency and Iran by
exerting pressure on the agency to act beyond its functions enshrined in the [IAEA] Statute,” Kazem
Gharib-Abadi, Iran's permanent representative to Vienna-based international organizations, told reporters
on Wednesday in reaction to a recent report on Tehran’s nuclear program.

He said that Iran is trying to prevent bids by certain sides to set “an illegal and dangerous precedent” in
the IAEA that would recognize fabricated claims by some intelligence services.  He added that such
fabricated information will create no obligation for Iran to grant the IAEA access to certain sites inside the
country.



“Making any request for further clarification or complementary access to [certain sites] by the IAEA based
on fabricated information provided by espionage services, including that of the Zionist regime, is not only
against the IAEA founding documents and its verification regime, but it does not also create any obligation
for Iran to meet such demands,” the diplomat noted.

The envoy warned that countries will see their national sovereignty violated if they fail to take fundamental
measures to foil such plots.  The remarks came a day after the IAEA issued two reports — one regular
report on Iran’s current nuclear program and the other detailing what it claims to be Tehran’s denial of
access to locations the agency says could be connected to the country’s nuclear program.

An Iranian diplomat says the latest IAEA report shows the monitoring and verification process related a
2015 nuclear deal is going on inside Iran.  In one of its reports, the IAEA claimed that Iran had not
answered questions about possible undeclared nuclear material and nuclear-related activities at three
locations.

The IAEA has not specified the origin of the allegation, but since April 2018, the US and Israel have been
busy making a fuss about unsubstantiated Israeli-sourced allegations about undeclared nuclear activity by
Tehran.

The IAEA is tasked with monitoring the technical implementation of a 2015 nuclear deal signed between
Iran and six major world powers — the United States, Britain, France, China, Russia and Germany.  The
future of the historic deal has been in limbo since Washington's unilateral withdrawal from the accord in
2018 and Washington’s re-imposition of sanctions against Tehran.

Iran gradually reduced its commitments to the accord in retaliation for the US move, but stressed that the
measures were reversible upon effective implementation of reciprocal obligations by the other parties.  
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