|ranian president says friendly
countries must pressure U.S. to
lIft sanctions

Tehran, April 7 (RHC)-- Iranian President Hassan Rouhani says friendly countries should exert pressure
on the United States to lift its "cruel and one-sided" sanctions against Tehran at the current juncture that
the Islamic Republic is diligently fighting the deadly new coronavirus pandemic.

In a phone call with his French counterpart, Emmanuel Macron, the Iranian president emphasized that it is
more difficult for Iran in comparison with other countries to battle the coronavirus when it is under the US
sanctions.

"The U.S. administration has not only violated international regulations by imposing illegal sanctions on
Iran, but is also breaching health regulations ratified by the World Health Organization in 2005 through its
measures under the current circumstances," Rouhani said.

The Iranian president once again expressed the country's readiness to return to full compliance with its
commitments under the nuclear deal, officially known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), it clinched with major world powers in 2015 only if all sanctions against the country are
removed.



"The removal of sanctions and fulfillment of its commitments by Europe are a necessity, which has
become more significant at the current specific situation," the Iranian president pointed out.

The United States reinstated its sanctions against Iran in May 2018 after leaving a United Nations-
endorsed nuclear agreement with the Islamic Republic and five other major powers -- the UK, France,
Russia, China plus Germany.

Since then, Washington has pressured other countries to follow suit and mount pressure on Iran or face
punishment. The United States has refused to lift sanctions on Iran and even tightened them several
times in recent weeks, making it almost impossible for the Islamic Republic to access life-saving
medications and medical equipment necessary in the fight against the deadly new coronavirus pandemic.
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