
Global coronavirus cases top five 
million as WHO reports record 
one-day spike

Geneva, May 21 (RHC)-- The World Health Organization’s director general warned Wednesday the 
COVID-19 pandemic has reached a grim new milestone, with worldwide confirmed cases of the novel 
coronavirus topping 5 million.

Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said: “In the last 24 hours, there have been 106,000 
cases reported to WHO, the most in a single day since the outbreak began.  Almost two-thirds of these 
cases were reported in just four countries.”

The United States tops the list — by far — with over 93,000 deaths and over a million and a half 
confirmed cases.  The U.S. has the ninth worst fatality rate in the world.  Russia has the second-highest 
infection rate, with over 300,000 reported cases.  Brazil, which recently surpassed the United Kingdom to 
become the third most affected nation, has emerged as the world’s largest coronavirus hot spot.

https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/internacionales/223389-global-coronavirus-cases-top-five-million-as-
who-reports-record-one-day-spike
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