
Louisiana Supreme Court
upholds life sentence for Black
man who stole hedge clippers

New Orleans, August 10 (RHC)-- Louisiana’s Supreme Court has upheld a life sentence for an African
American man who was convicted of attempting to steal hedge clippers from a home nearly a quarter-
century ago.  Fair Wayne Bryant’s life sentence for the 1997 burglary followed his fourth felony conviction,
which carries a mandatory minimum prison sentence of 20 years under Louisiana law.

In other news from Louisiana, an African American Gulf War veteran, Derek Harris, will be released from
prison, after the Louisiana Supreme Court overturned his life sentence for selling less than $30 of
marijuana to an undercover police officer.

In Kentucky, authorities are cracking down on protests demanding justice for Breonna Taylor, a Black
Louisville resident who was shot inside her own home in March by police.  Louisville’s Metro Police
Department said Sunday that protesters may no longer march in the street and that car caravan protests
could face citation or arrest if they disobey traffic laws.
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