Washington imposes new
sanctions on Syria’s oil sector
and officials

Oil well pumps are seen in the Rmeilan oil field in Syria's northeastern Hasakah province.
(Photo: AFP)

Washington, November 10 (RHC)-- The United States has imposed a new round of sanctions targeting
Syria’s oil sector, lawmakers and intelligence officers over providing support to President Bashar al-

Assad, vowing no let-up in pressure to cut off funds for the Damascus government amid its gains against
foreign-backed terrorists on the ground.

The U.S. Treasury Department said in a statement on Monday that it had slapped sanctions on Syrian
military officials, members of the parliament, and government entities, as well as on Syrian and Lebanese
people.



Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said in the statement that his department is “determined to continue
to apply economic pressure” on Assad’s administration and its supporters. U.S. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo, in a separate statement, threatened the Syrian government with further crippling sanctions.

Among the 19 individuals and entities blacklisted in Monday’s action are two partners of Syria’s petroleum
ministry, namely Arfada Petroleum Private Joint Stock Co. and Sallizar Shipping. They are apparently
operating an oil refinery in Syria’s northern province of Raggah as well as a terminal in the strategic
western coastal city of Tartus.

The United States also slapped sanctions on General Ghassan Jaoudat Ismail, head of Syrian Air Force
Intelligence, and Brigadier General Nasr Al-Ali, who heads the Political Security Directorate.

Angered by the huge losses of its allied militants on the battlefield against the Syrian army, the US has, in
recent months, resorted to draconian sanctions aimed at hampering the Arab country’s efforts to revive its
economy devastated by over nine years of US-backed militancy.

Earlier this year, the U.S. imposed a set of sweeping economic sanctions against Syria. The much-
condemned Caesar Syria Civilian Protection Act came into effect on June 17, six months after it was
signed into law by President Donald Trump, targeting individuals and businesses anywhere in the world
that operate either directly or indirectly in Syria’s economy.

Damascus has already lambasted the U.S. sanctions as “a crime against humanity and a flagrant violation
of the international law that targets the livelihood of the Syrians.”
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