
Moscow begins mass COVID
vaccination amid increasing
cases

Moscow, December 5 (RHC)-- Moscow has started vaccinating workers at high risk of becoming infected
with the coronavirus at newly opened clinics across the city.  It started the distribution of the Sputnik V
COVID-19 shot via 70 clinics on Saturday, marking Russia’s first mass vaccination against the disease.

The vaccine, made in Russia, would first be made available to doctors and other medical workers,
teachers and social workers because they ran the highest risk of exposure to the disease.

It works in a manner similar to the vaccine that is being developed by the Oxford-AstraZeneca team in the
UK, using other viruses to deliver molecules from the coronavirus that causes COVID-19 into human
bodies in order to stimulate an immune response.  It is administered in two injections given 21 days apart.



The move comes as Russia reported a record high of 28,782 new COVID-19 cases on Saturday,
including 7,993 in Moscow, taking the national total to 2,431,731 since the pandemic began.  Authorities
confirmed 508 deaths related to COVID-19 in the past 24 hours, pushing the official national death toll to
42,684.

“Over the first five hours, 5,000 people signed up for the jab – teachers, doctors, social workers, those
who are today risking their health and lives the most,” Mayor Sergei Sobyanin wrote on his personal
website on Friday.  “The first 10 minutes are for a general health check-up,” she said. “The next 15
minutes are to prepare the vaccine because it has to be kept at -18C, and then half an hour for observing
the person.”

Those who will take the vaccine must come back in three weeks to receive their second shot.  “According
to Russian officials, they should build up their full immunity after 42 days,” she added.

The age for those receiving shots is capped at 60.  People with certain underlying health conditions,
pregnant women and those who have had a respiratory illness for the past two weeks are barred from
vaccination.
 

https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/internacionales/241588-moscow-begins-mass-covid-vaccination-amid-
increasing-cases
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