
U.S. lawmakers agree on more
sanctions against Russia-German
gas pipeline 

Pipe-laying vessel Akademik Cherskiy owned by Gazprom is seen in a bay near the Baltic Sea
port of Baltiysk. (Photo: Reuters)



Washington, December 7 (RHC)-- U.S. lawmakers have agreed to extend sanctions on companies
involved in the construction of the natural gas pipeline, Nord Stream 2, which will take Russia's gas
directly to Germany.

The construction work on the $11.6 billion pipeline, which will bypass Poland and Ukraine, has been put
on a halt for a year over Washington’s threat of sanctions.  Russia’s energy giant Gazprom, which is
behind the project, has already said it was going to resume the construction work.

But under the draft of the annual U.S. defense policy legislation for 2021, U.S. lawmakers agreed to
impose sanctions on more firms involved in the Nord Stream 2.  The measures will target companies that
facilitate the construction of the pipeline, along with those that provide insurance, reinsurance, testing,
inspection and certification services.

No sanctions would be imposed on the governments of EU states, including Germany, or the European
Union itself in relation to the pipeline, according to the draft bill.

The United States is increasing pressure on European contractors to drop out of Nord Stream 2, a major
Russian pipeline project, risking a further escalation of tensions with Europe, according to a report.
The US first passed legislation over Nord Stream 2 last December, levying sanctions if companies did not
comply with a 30-day order to withdraw from the project.  The Nord Stream 2 project also involves huge
European players such as Germany's Wintershall and Uniper groups, the Dutch-British giant Shell,
France's Engie and Austria's OMV.  

On Saturday, the U.S. acting ambassador to Germany, Robin Quinville, called on the EU “to impose a
moratorium on the construction of the pipeline.”  Quinville who made the remarks to Germany business
daily Handelsblatt, accused Russia of “malicious behavior.”

“The pipeline is not only an economic project but also a political tool that the Kremlin is using to bypass
Ukraine and divide Europe,” he said.

The pipeline is expected to double Russian natural gas shipments to Germany; this has concerned the
West which believes the pipeline would increase Europe's reliance on Russian energy supplies and that
Moscow could later use the project for exerting political pressure.

Russian, however, says Washington has been using the sanction threat as a tool to pressure all the
companies engaged in the construction of gas pipelines from Russia to Europe.

Russia has two projects to send natural gas to Europe, namely the Nord Steam 2, and the Turk Stream 2
pipeline, which will supply Western Europe with energy.  The Turk Stream 2 will carry gas through
Bulgaria.

https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/internacionales/241686-us-lawmakers-agree-on-more-sanctions-against-
russia-german-gas-pipeline
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