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Israeli reconnaissance drone shot down in southern Lebanon

Beirut, February 2 (RHC)-- The Lebanese Hezbollah resistance movement says it has intercepted and
shot down an Israeli unmanned aerial vehicle as it crossed into Lebanon's airspace near the border
village of Blida in the south of the Arab country.



Hezbollah said in a brief statement that the drone was struck on Monday morning, adding that it was now
in the control of the drone. It did not provide any further details. The Israeli military, however, asserted
that the drone had fallen in Lebanese territory during an operation, alleging that “there is no risk of breach
of information."”

The development came a day after Palestinian resistance fighters brought down an Israeli quadcopter
conducting an espionage mission against the besieged Gaza Strip.

The drone was shot down on Sunday while taking images over Beit Hanoun Crossing, which is located on
the enclave’s northern border with the occupied territories, the Arabic-language Palestine al-Yawm news
agency reported.

Israel frequently violates Lebanon’s airspace. Lebanon’s government, Hezbollah and the United Nations
Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) have repeatedly condemned Israel's overflights, saying they are in
clear violation of UN Security Council Resolution 1701 and the country’s sovereignty.

The resolution, which brokered a ceasefire in the war Israel launched against Lebanon in 2006, calls on
the Tel Aviv regime to respect Beirut's sovereignty and territorial integrity.

On August 23 last year, Hezbollah resistance movement said it had downed and seized an Israeli drone
as it flew over the Lebanese border.
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