
Pogba and Diallo hold up
Palestine flag at Manchester
United match



Manchester United's Paul Pogba (L) and Amad Diallo applaud fans while holding a Palestinian
flag [Phil Noble/Reuters]

London, May 20 (RHC)-- Football superstar Paul Pogba and his Manchester United team-mate Amad
Diallo have held up a Palestinian flag following the English football team’s final home game of the season.

The duo’s public display of support for Palestine on Tuesday came as Israel continued its relentless
bombardment of the Gaza Strip, which has killed at least 219 Palestinians, including 63 children, and
wounded more than 1,500 people since it began on May 10.  Twelve people in Israel have died, including
two children, by rocket fire from Gaza, while at least 300 Israelis have been wounded.

Pogba appeared to be given the flag by a fan as the players made their way around the pitch during the
traditional lap of honour after United’s 1-1 draw with Fulham at Old Trafford.  The French World Cup
winner and Ivorian winger Diallo displayed the flag with about 10,000 fans watching after coronavirus
restrictions were lifted.

“Pray for Palestine,” Pogba wrote on Instagram after the match, in a post accompanied by a photo
showing him carrying the Palestinian flag.  “Let’s keep our world safe and free from violence.”

Manchester United manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer said after the match: “We have players from different
backgrounds, different cultures, different countries and we need to respect their views if they differ from
someone else’s.”  He added: “If my players think about other things than football, that’s a positive thing.”

Thousands of protesters marched in support of Palestinians on Saturday in major European cities
including London, Berlin, Madrid and Paris, as the worst violence in years raged between Israel and
fighters in Gaza.

Leicester players Hamza Choudhury and Wesley Fofana showed support for Palestinians after Saturday’s
1-0 win against Chelsea in the FA Cup final.
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