
French protesters rally against
COVID health pass

Demonstrators hold up banners and placards, one of which reads as 'Against the Pass, support
France' [Nicolas Tucat/AFP]



Paris, August 22 (RHC)-- Thousands of people have marched in cities across France to protest the
COVID-19 health pass that is now required to access restaurants and cafes, cultural venues, sports
arenas and long-distance travel.

For a sixth straight weekend, opponents on Saturday denounced what they see as a restriction of their
freedom. Many criticised the measure, claiming the French government was implicitly making vaccines
obligatory and unfairly restricting the rights of the unvaccinated.

In Paris, four demonstrations were organised by different groups and more than 200 protests were taking
place elsewhere in French cities and towns.  Last week, more than 200,000 marchers turned out
according to interior ministry figures, while organisers claim the real number is nearly double that.

The pass shows that people are fully vaccinated, have had a recent negative test or proof of a recent
COVID-19 recovery. The law authorising it also made vaccinations mandatory for French health workers
by September 15.

At the head of the Paris march in the early afternoon, a few hundred people held up flags and banners
with the word “Liberty” on them while shouting “Macron! We don’t want your pass!”

The protest movement has brought together conspiracy theorists, antivaxers, former members of the
“Yellow Vest” anti-government movement, as well as people concerned that the system unfairly creates a
two-tier society.

Far-right leader Florian Philippot, who has accused Macron of turning France into a dictatorship and
likened the health pass to apartheid, was at the Paris rally on Saturday.

Despite the protests, polls have shown that the majority of French people support the health pass.
 Millions have received their first vaccine shot since French President Emmanuel Macron announced the
measure on July 12th.

Since last month, France is registering a high number of infections – about 22,000 each day, a figure that
has remained stable over the past week.  More than 47 million people in France, or 70.2 percent of the
population, have received at least one vaccine shot and more than 40.5 million, or 60.5 percent, are fully
vaccinated – a higher rate than in Germany and Italy and only slightly behind the United Kingdom.

France’s severe COVID-19 hotpots are in its overseas territories, such as the Caribbean islands of
Martinique and Guadeloupe, as well as the Pacific islands of French Polynesia where the more infectious
Delta variant has ripped through.

Polynesian authorities announced on Saturday that schools, restaurants and bars would close for two
weeks, while a nightly curfew will be brought forward by an hour to 8pm.

Tourists have been told to stay in their hotels on the islands where the number of infections has increased
by a multiple of 14 in two weeks, according to the head of the islands, Edouard Fritch.

France as a whole reported about 22,000 new infections in the past 24 hours, health ministry figures
show.
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