Cuban President awards
scientists the title of Labor
Heroes
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Havana, October 12 (RHC)-- Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel awarded the title of Labor Heroes to 10
Cuban scientists recognized for their contribution to creating immunogens and vaccine candidates to
combat Covid-19.

In a ceremony held in Havana onTuesday, Gerardo Guillén, Eulogio Pimentel, Marta Ayala, Vicente Vérez,
Yury Valdés, Dagmar Garcia, Belinda Sanchez, Tammy Boggiano, Eduardo Ojito and Lorenzo Pérez were
distinguished.



During the event, another 47 researchers were also awarded the first-degree 'Lazaro Pefa' Order, granted
to Cubans and foreigners for extraordinary labor merits, for significant contributions made to the national
economy, or for a correct and sustained attitude towards work.

Ulises Guilarte, Secretary-General of the Cuban Trade Union Federation, proposed conferring the honorary
title for the feat of producing three vaccines and two candidates against the disease caused by the SARS-
CoV-2 coronavirus.

Abdala, designed by the Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (CIGB), the first vaccine in Latin
America, showed 92.28 percent efficacy in its three-injection schedule.

The immunogens of the Finlay Vaccine Institute (IFV) Soberana 02 and Soberana Plus vaccine are also
available.

The drugs that are still candidates are Mambisa, also from CIGB and only for nasal application, and
Soberana 01, from IFV.

The Council of State grants the status of Labor Hero to Cuban and foreign citizens for extraordinary merits,
the struggles for the conquests and in defense of the achievements and interests of the working class, and
the consistent practice and contributions to proletarian internationalism.
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