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Madrid, December 24 (RHC)-- Spain will make it compulsory to wear a face mask outdoors again as part
of a package aimed at containing the fast spreading Omicron coronavirus variant, Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez told reporters in Madrid.

With nearly 80% of its population vaccinated and a booster programme gathering pace, Spain was largely
spared the rampant wave of infections that led several northern European countries to toughen
restrictions in the autumn.

But the recent arrival of Omicron has sent numbers rocketing, with a record of around 60,000 new
infections on Wednesday, though hospital admissions and intensive-care cases remain fairly low
compared to previous COVID-19 waves.

Some experts and opposition parties have criticised Sanchez for not reimposing restrictions on movement
to due the spread of Omicron, as other European countries such as Portugal or the Netherlands have



done, but he rejected this.  "This is not March 2020 or Christmas 2020," said Sanchez, citing the high
vaccination rate of the Spanish population in contrast with those earlier stages of the pandemic when
vaccines were not available.

Indoor mask-wearing was already mandatory in Spain and many Spaniards choose to cover their faces
outdoors too, although the legal obligation to do so was dropped in June.   
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