
Cost of pasta and bread surges
for Britain's poorest

A woman shops for groceries in Leicester, Britain.  (Photo by Reuters)

London, June 3 (RHC)-- The price of the most affordable brands of pasta and bread in Britain has surged
over the past year, new data shows, as the country is struggling with soaring inflation.



Figures from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) shows that prices for some low-cost groceries have
increased sharply, as poorer families bear the brunt of the cost of living crisis.

Surveys have shown growing numbers of Britons skipping meals as they are squeezed by the highest
consumer price inflation in 40 years.  The price of pasta has jumped the most from a basket of 30 basic
food items compiled by government statisticians, with an increase of 50% from a year earlier, the figures
showed.

They also highlighted above-average-inflation price rises for crisps (up 17%), bread (16%), minced beef
(16%) and rice (15%).

Soaring inflation across the UK has caused “acute distress” to Britons, Finance Minister Rishi Sunak has
said, stressing that the Bank of England must take “decisive action” to get prices back under control.

However, average prices for the cheapest brands of food and drink across 30 staple categories rose by 6-
7%, the ONS said, the same as for food and drink overall.

"There is considerable variation across the 30 items, with the prices for six items falling over the year, but
the prices of five items rising by 15% or more," it said.

The cost of potatoes fell 14%, cheese prices were down 7% and pizzas cost 4% less than a year before.  
The ONS described its analysis as "highly experimental" and said the results were sensitive to the exact
goods chosen in particular categories.

British consumer price inflation hit a 40-year record number of 9 percent in April, with the Bank of England
(BoE) estimating that it will reach double digits by the end of the year when regulated energy prices are
set to rise by a further 40 percent.

Last week, London announced 15 billion pounds of grants to households to pay soaring energy bills, on
top of 22 billion pounds of support earlier this year.
Financial markets expect the BoE to raise interest rates to at least 2 percent by the end of the year.

Bank of England Governor Andrew Bailey warned this month that Russia's offensive against Ukraine
could have "apocalyptic" further consequences for food prices, especially for developing counties.

Both Russia and Ukraine are major exporters of grain, vegetable oil and other foodstuffs.   Russia and
Ukraine together produce almost 30 percent of the global wheat supply.
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