
CONAIE calls for march before
new dialogue begins

Thousands of people march through downtown Quito, June 28, 2022. | Photo: Twitter/
@CONAIE_Ecuador

Quito, June 28 (RHC)-- On Tuesday, the Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of Ecuador (CONAIE)
and other social organizations taking part in the national strike began a peaceful march through the
streets of Quito to accompany their leaders to the National Basilica, where the dialogue with
representatives of the President Guillermo Lasso will take place.



Yesterday, the Indigenous movement held a first extended meeting with the authorities of the Ecuadorian
government. This event, however, was not attended by Lasso.  "We would have wanted him to attend but
he doesn't really have the courage to do so," CONAIE President Leonidas Iza said and asked that "fear
not continue to be implemented in Ecuador" as Lasso threatened to increase the use of force if citizens do
not obey to the authorities.

In the first round of dialogues, CONAIE conditioned the end of the mobilizations to the fulfillment of two
social demands. One of them is the reduction in the price of diesel to U$ $1.50 per gallon and the price of
gasoline to US$2.10 per gallon.

The tweet reads: "This video is very clear.  The November 18 community had spent 15 days in pacific
resistance.  In the early hours of June 28, a group of military police opened fire on the community.  The
video says it all."

Another petition has to do with presidential provisions on oil concessions (Decree 95) and mining
exploitation (Decree 151). In response to these demands, the representatives of the Lasso administration
stated that Decree 95 could be repealed and Decree 151 might be reformed; however, they emphasized
that fuel prices will not be reduced.

On Tuesday, the plenary session of the National Assembly will resume the debate on a motion presented
by leftist parties to remove President Lasso for "serious political crisis and internal commotion" and call
early general elections.

This motion is not expected to pass given that the ruling party, the Christian Social Party (PSC) and their
allies have a majority of votes in the Assembly. Pachacutik, the party that supposedly represents the
Indigenous movement, will not vote in favor of the motion either.
 

https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/internacionales/292014-conaie-calls-for-march-before-new-dialogue-
begins
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