Peru expands nationwide state of
emergency as deadly political
Crisis continues
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Lima, February 6 (rHC)-- Peru has expanded a nationwide state of emergency across several regions as
the country remains entangled in a deadly political crisis. The government on Sunday said seven
southern Peruvian regions -- Madre de Dios, Cusco, Puno, Apurimac, Arequipa, Mogquegua and Tacna --
will fall under the measure, which will remain in place for 60 days.

On January 13, the government had already extended by 30 days a state of emergency for Lima, El
Callao, Cusco and Puno. The decree limits freedom of movement and assembly across the designhated
regions and also authorizes the military to join in the law enforcement's crackdown on protests. The
capital Lima and the region of El Callao are already subject to emergency states, which will expire in mid-
February.

Peru has been embroiled in the political crisis with near-daily demonstrations since December 7, when
then-president Pedro Castillo was arrested after attempting to dissolve Congress and rule by decree.

Forty-eight people -- including a police officer -- have been killed in clashes between security forces and
protesters so far, according to the human rights ombudsman's office. Roadblocks erected by protesters
have caused shortages of food, fuel, and other basic commaodities in several regions of the Andean
nation.

Protesters are demanding resignation of President Dina Boluarte, who used to serve as vice president
under Castillo, fresh elections, dissolution of Congress, and a new constitution.

Several attempts to pass a bill through Peru's legislature to allow early elections have, however, failed,
the latest on Friday, which blocked any further debate on the topic until August.
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