
Study shows that four in 10 UK
hospitals use outdated medical
equipment

Medical workers transfer a patient from an ambulance outside the Royal London Hospital in the
British capital city on January 27, 2021. (File photo by Reuters)



London, March 20 (RHC)-- Four out of ten of the public hospitals in Britain are using outdated medical
equipment such as X-ray machines, CT scanners and radiotherapy treatment devices, Britain's Liberal
Democrat lawmakers have reported, citing a new research.

The public health service in Britain is using hundreds of old X-ray machines, CT scanners and
radiotherapy machines, with some dating back to decades ago. UK media reported on Monday quoting
the Lib Dem’s research.  According to the research, the hospitals run by the National Health Service
(NHS) in England were using outdated medical equipment including 37-year-old X-ray machines.

The research, which was based on freedom of information requests to 69 hospital trusts, showed there
were 541 pieces of medical equipment that needed to be replaced in these hospitals.

UK's Liberal Democrat Party called for urgent extra funding to address the problem and replace the
outdated devices.  Ed Davey, the party leader, said he would call for urgent government investment in
medical equipment at the Lib Dem’s next conference in spring.

“It beggars belief that NHS staff are having to rely on results from decades-old hospital scanners,
machinery that may have been built before they were even born. Understaffed and exhausted NHS staff
are being pushed to breaking point, while patients are treated in crumbling hospitals with outdated
equipment,” he said.  “The potential for error from poor-quality machines doesn’t bear thinking about.
People up and down the country will be worried about whether they will get an accurate reading from
these decades-old machines.”

The report was issued despite advice from NHS England that CT and MRI scanners and X-ray machines
should be replaced every 10 years to ensure they continue to operate reliably and produce clear images
while having lower maintenance fees.  To make matters worse, Britain's health service is grappling with a
record number of patients on waiting lists, this year reaching into the millions.

An unnamed spokesperson for the Department of Health and Social Care was quoted by media as
claiming that despite the legal obligation of individual NHS organizations to cover their own expenses, the
government had allocated record sums to National Health Service.  “We are investing record sums to
upgrade and modernize NHS buildings so staff have the facilities needed to provide world-class care for
patients,” the official said.

In the meantime, UK's cost of living crisis has exacerbated the condition in hospitals and among medical
staff struggling to manage their financial issues.  The NHS England’s solution to the financial crisis has
been to prioritize the resources at its disposal on hospital wards and units tending to "emergency and
critical care, maternity care and where possible prioritize patients who have waited the longest for elective
care and cancer surgery.”

The inflation rate in the UK is currently at a 40-year high, with January's data indicating 10.1 percent.
In response to the crisis, the ruling Conservative government has ruled out budget increases in the public
sector, arguing that it would drive inflation even higher.

UK Health Secretary Steve Barclay has called on hospitals and medical staff to trust the government to
manage the ongoing crisis, and instead focus on delivering care to patients in need.  “Let’s have a
constructive dialogue to make the NHS a better place to work and ensure we deliver the care patients
need,” he tweeted.
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