Beryl makes landfall as Category
4 hurricane on iland near
Grenada

A fallen tree on the street as Hurricane Beryl passes by Bridgetown, Barbados [Chandan
Khanna/AFP] The first hurricane of the 2024 Atlantic season slams into Carriacou, which is part
of Grenada, amid warnings of ‘life-threatening conditions’.



Havana, July 1 (RHC)-- Hurricane Beryl, the first storm of the 2024 Atlantic season, has slammed into the
Caribbean island of Carriacou, which is part of Grenada, as a powerful Category 4 storm, the National
Hurricane Center says.

“The eye of #Beryl has made landfall on Carriacou Island,” the NHC wrote on X on Monday, warning
residents in a separate bulletin of “life-threatening conditions” and that “winds will rapidly increase within
the eyewall”.

Carriacou is one of the islands of Grenada, where officials said winds increased up to 240kmph
(150mph), blowing off roofs and causing other damage. Hurricane warnings were in effect for Barbados,
Grenada, Tobago, and St Vincent and the Grenadines as thousands of people hunkered down in homes
and shelters.

The last strong hurricane to hit the southeast Caribbean was Hurricane Ivan 20 years ago, which killed
dozens of people in Grenada.

A tropical storm warning was in effect for St Lucia, Martinique and Trinidad. A tropical storm watch was
issued for Haiti’s entire southern coast and from Punta Palenque in the Dominican Republic west to the
border with Haiti. A hurricane watch was issued for Jamaica.

Forecasters warned of a life-threatening storm surge of up to 9 feet (3 metres) in areas where Beryl made
landfall, with 3-6 inches (76-150 mm) of rain for Barbados and nearby islands and possibly 10 inches (250
mm) in some areas, especially in Grenada and the Grenadines.

The storm was expected to weaken slightly over the Caribbean Sea on a path that would take it just south
of Jamaica and later towards Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula as a Category 1 storm. “It should be
emphasised that Beryl is forecast to remain a significant hurricane during its entire trek across the
Caribbean region,” the National Hurricane Center said.

Officials in some southeast Caribbean islands announced controlled shutdowns of electricity and warned
of water outages before the storm, urging people to seek shelter. They warned of landslides and flash
flooding as schools, airports and government offices were shuttered.

Beryl amassed its strength from record-warm waters that are hotter now than they would be at the peak of
hurricane season in September, he said. It also marked the farthest east that a hurricane has formed in
the tropical Atlantic in June, breaking a record set in 1933, according to Philip Klotzbach, Colorado State
University hurricane researcher.
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