United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights
blasts | srael's totally
unacceptable treatment of
Palestinian prisoners



Geneva, July 5 (RHC)-- United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Turk has
condemned the "unacceptable” abuse and torture of Palestinian detainees by the Israeli forces amid the



occupying regime’s months-long onslaught on the besieged Gaza Strip.

Turk said at a news conference in Geneva on Wednesday that Israel has had “totally unacceptable
treatment” of Palestinian captives, which requires an investigation in particular since the regime launched
its brutal war on Gaza in October last year.

Asked about a recent case where Israel's military acknowledged its troops had tied a wounded
Palestinian to a military vehicle during a raid in the occupied West Bank city of Jenin, the UN rights chief
said it was "sickening to see such totally unacceptable treatment.”

"There must be a transparent and independent investigation to know what happened and to ensure that
the perpetrators are brought to justice,” Turk added.

Turk's spokeswoman, Ravina Shamdasani, also urged the need for accountability in the case, warning
that without it, "brazen violations like this will continue with impunity. "At some point you run out of words
of condemnation to use for such incidents," Shamdasani underlined.

Shamdasani said the UN rights office had "been receiving very worrying, very distressing reports of how
Palestinian detainees are being treated by Israeli forces since October 7.” Those reports included torture,
mistreatment, sexual abuse, and handcuffing and deprivation of food, water and medication in addition to
the detainees being held incommunicado. "lIt's unacceptable and it needs to stop," she said.

Shamdasani said the rights office had raised this issue directly with the Israeli regime’s officials and
demanded "a transparent investigation" but had yet to receive a formal response.

The United Nations has long raised concerns about conditions for Palestinian detainees in Israeli prisons,
but warned on Wednesday that the situation appeared to have worsened since the war began.

Israel launched its barbaric military campaign in the besieged Gaza Strip on October 7, 2023. The regime
has since killed about 38,000 Palestinians, mostly women and children.

Israel’'s genocidal war has placed vast swathes of Gaza in ruins, pushing 85 percent of the region's
population into internal displacement amid a crippling blockade of food, clean water, and medicine,
according to the UN.

Israel stands accused of genocide at the International Court of Justice.
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