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srael using thermal weapons that melt, evaporate victims’ bodies in Gaza: Rights group



Gaza City, July 16 (RHC)-- The Palestinian resistance movement Hamas says Israel is using US-provided
internationally prohibited weapons against people in Gaza.

Hamas said in a statement on Monday that more than 320 martyrs and injured have reached hospitals in
the past 48 hours with their bodies burned due to the use of internationally prohibited weapons by Israeli
occupation forces.

The weapons used by the Israeli occupation forces have caused third-degree burns which thermal or
chemical arms cause, Hamas said.

The group added that these “are unconventional, internationally banned weapons, mostly of American
manufacture.”

“These weapons cause a chemical reaction with the skin, leading to the direct chemical erosion of tissues
in the bodies of martyrs and the injured,” it added.

“They cause severe pain and deep physical damage, resulting in fatal burns within 27 hours or less. We
have indeed lost many martyrs in this tragic manner,” the statement added.

Hamas said they strongly condemn the crimes against humanity committed by the Israeli occupation
against civilians, children, and women.

“We call on all countries of the world to denounce these incendiary crimes against civilians and to pursue
and prosecute the occupation in international courts,” it added.

Hamas said it holds the US administration “fully responsible, both legally and morally, for supplying the
Israeli occupation with these various types of internationally prohibited weapons.”

“We also hold the Israeli occupation responsible for the crimes and massacres it commits against civilians
and displaced persons,” the resistance movement said.

“We call on the international community, all international and UN organizations, and all free countries of
the world to pursue the Israeli occupation and pressure it to stop the genocide that the occupation army is
committing to kill and destroy our Palestinian people,” it concluded.

A Euro-Med Monitor report highlights that the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907, the Geneva
Conventions of 1949, and international humanitarian law all forbid the use of thermal bombs against
civilians in populated civilian areas.

“The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court also classifies the use of thermal bombs as a war
crime.”

Two weeks into the war, Gaza’s Health Ministry warned in a statement that “medical staff monitored the
usage of unusual weapons that caused severe burns to the bodies of the martyrs and wounded.”

Analysts believe that the Gaza war is the latest laboratory for Israel’s arms industry as the regime is
known to test its weapons on Palestinians in its offensives against the occupied nation.

At least 90 Palestinians mostly women and children were killed and almost 300 others were injured in the
July 13 Israeli aerial assault on the densely-populated camp near Khan Younis.

Israel launched the war on Gaza on October 7 after Palestinian resistance groups carried out a surprise
retaliatory operation into the occupied territories.



Concomitantly with the war, the regime has been enforcing a near-total siege on the coastal territory,
which has reduced the flow of foodstuffs, medicine, electricity, and water into the Palestinian territory into
a trickle.

So far during the military onslaught, the regime has killed at least 38,664 Gazans, most of them women,
children, and adolescents. Another 89,097 Palestinians have sustained injuries as well.
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