
Italian conference on Palestine
canceled due to Israeli pressure
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A pro-Palestine Rally in Rome, Italy (File photo)

Rome, July 18 (RHC)-- A press conference regarding the Gaza massacre and the dire humanitarian
situation there and in the West Bank was called off following Israeli pressure on the Italian far-right ruling
party, Brothers of Italy.



Initially scheduled to take place at Italy's chamber of deputies to denounce the Israeli massacre of
displaced people in Gaza and the Israeli settlers growing violence against Palestinians in the West Bank,
the press event was canceled after a prominent Brothers of Italy lawmaker said that one of the attendees,
Shawan Jabarin, director of a Palestinian human rights organization in the West Bank, belongs to an
NGO banned by Israel for alleged links to terrorism.

Shawan Jabarin, with the Al-Haq Human Rights Organization, said: "That’s the case and nothing in
relation to Jewish or anti-Semitism, but I think the ideological, the political, newspapers and the groups or
research centers, they use that for political reasons.  They're trying to silence anyone who criticizes
Israel."

A book depicting ten real human stories of life and resistance in Gaza has been presented at the Italian
parliament.
The cancelation of the press conference at the Italian Parliament goes beyond the smear campaign
against a Palestinian who runs a human rights organization in Ramallah.

During the press conference, lawmakers from a number of opposition parties, including the Democratic
Party, the Five Star Movement, and the Green and Left Alliance, were supposed to discuss what role Italy
could play in Gaza in the event of a ceasefire and the recognition of Palestinian statehood by Rome.

On Saturday, in the Italian capital, Palestinian students organized a rally entitled "Stop the Genocide" to
protest against the ongoing US-Israeli genocide in Gaza.  Because of this pressure, Italy cowardly
abstains from voting in favor of crucial UN ceasefire resolutions and Palestine statehood related
resolutions.

It's not just that, another result of this pressure in our government is that Italy continues to provide
weapons to Israel, fueling the killing of tens of thousands of innocent civilians in Palestine.

https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/internacionales/360419-italian-conference-on-palestine-canceled-due-to-
israeli-pressure
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