
IAEA to Deliver Ebola Diagnosis
Technology to Africa

Geneva, October 16 (RHC)-- The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) plans to provide the Ebola-
ravaged West African countries with specialized diagnostic equipment. A nuclear-derived diagnostic
technology will be delivered to the West African countries of Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone which have
been most devastated by the spiraling Ebola outbreak, IAEA Director General Yukiya Amano announced
in a statement on Tuesday.

Amano told reporters: "Transfer of nuclear-related technologies is a key part of the Agency's work, and we
have cooperated with Member States for years to develop and strengthen their capacity to use this
nuclear-derived technology. With this additional support, the Agency makes a small but effective
contribution to global efforts to fight the ongoing Ebola outbreak."

According to the IAEA, the new diagnostic technology, known as Reverse Transcriptase Polymerase
Chain Reaction (RT-PCR), will help doctors to detect Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) in just a few hours, while
other current methods require several days to identify the fatal virus.

"Early diagnosis of EVD, if combined with appropriate medical care, increases the victims' chance of
survival and helps curtail the spread of the disease by making it possible to isolate and treat the patients
earlier," the IAEA statement read.
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