lranian Foreign Ministry tells
Germany that Iran hasno
Interest in playing with fire

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz (R) welcomes Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu at the
Chancellery in Berlin, Germany, March 16, 2023. (Photo by Reuters)



Tehran, October 18 (RHC)-- Iran has dismissed as “hypocritical” German Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s claims
about Tehran seeking to destabilize the region. In remarks on Wednesday, Scholz said Iran's missile
attacks on Israel must be condemned in the strongest possible terms, claiming that Iran risked setting the
entire region ablaze.

“Sir, Iran has no interest in PLAYING with fire (unlike your proxy)," Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman
Esmaeil Baghaei said in a post on his X account on Thursday, adding that Iran struggles to put out "the
fire YOUR lethal gifts (to Israel) have inflicted upon our region.”

He expressed concern over the German chancellor’'s "revealingly hypocritical” warning, stressing that
those who are complicit in and justify the Israeli regime’s genocide and war crimes in the region and its
breach of international humanitarian law “lack any moral high ground to preach others who are bearing
the brunt.”

Iran launched a barrage of missiles towards the Israeli entity’s military, and espionage and intelligence
bases all over the occupied territories on October 1 as part of Operation True Promise I

The operation came in response to the regime’s assassination of senior leaders of the Palestinian and
Lebanese Resistance front and a commander of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC). lIsrael has
since vowed to respond.

Referring to the Western-backed former Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein’s chemical attack on the Iranian
city of Sardasht and the Iraqi city of Halabja, the spokesman said Scholz’s remarks also “reopen the old
wound inflicted on our flesh and soul by Chemical Weapons #Germany donated to Iragi tyrant Saddam in
1980s.”

Interim Foreign Minister Ali Bagheri Kani says brining a suit against those behind chemical attacks against
Iran is not subject to the passage of time.

On June 28, 1987, the Saddam regime dropped mustard gas bombs provided by Western countries on
Sardasht, a small city in Iran’s West Azarbaijan Province. The attack killed at least 119 Iranian civilians
and injured another 8,000, leaving some of them permanently disabled.

Sardasht was the third city after Japan’s Hiroshima and Nagasaki to become the target of weapons of
mass destruction. During the war, which lasted eight years, the Iragi army continuously employed
chemical weapons against Iranian combatants and civilians, leaving tens of thousands dead on the spot
and many more suffering for years to come.

On March 16, 1988, Saddam Hussein's regime also used chemical weapons in Halabja, home to Iraqi
Kurds, who had sided with Iran in fighting Saddam. According to reports, 5,000 people, mainly women
and children, were killed of mustard gas and sarin poisoning, and up to 12,000 died subsequently
because of chemical exposure.
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