
Israel kills 13, including children,
amid dire humanitarian crisis in
Gaza

A Palestinian child mourns at Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis in southern Gaza on May 11, 2025,
during a funeral of a Palestinian killed in Israeli strikes                   [Hatem Khaled/Reuters]



Gaza City, May 12 (RHC)-- The Israeli military has killed at least 13 Palestinians, including several
children and women, in Gaza as it continues to starve the besieged enclave.

Among the victims since dawn on Sunday were three Palestinians killed in a drone strike on a vehicle and
two killed in a bombing near residential towers located west of Khan Younis in southern Gaza.

Another two people were killed in artillery shelling of a home in the Zeitoun neighbourhood of Gaza City in
the north while the body of a man was recovered near the Bureij refugee camp in central Gaza after
Israeli warplanes bombed the area a day earlier.  The Israeli military also attacked the Islamic University
building in Khan Younis.

The latest killings in the daily Israeli bombardment of Gaza came as the enclave has seen no food, water,
medicine or fuel enter the territory for 70 days due to Israel’s blockade.  The 2.3 million residents of Gaza
are surviving on fast-dwindling supplies and charity kitchens, which have been gradually forced to shut
down as they run out of food and hunger spreads.

The United Nations agency for Palestinian refugees (UNRWA) warned on Sunday that the longer the
blockade continues, the more irreversible harm is being done to Palestinians.

“UNRWA has thousands of trucks ready to enter and our teams in Gaza are ready to scale up the
delivery,” the organization said.  Hamas said in a statement on Sunday that Israel is committing a
“complex crime.”

Israel’s security cabinet this month approved a plan to fully occupy the Gaza Strip and force another mass
displacement of Palestinians.  Israel has also proposed taking over any future humanitarian aid
distribution, which would, it said, involve creating designated military zones.

The Humanitarian Country Team, a forum that includes UN agencies, warned that the plan is dangerous
and would “contravene fundamental humanitarian principles and appears designed to reinforce control
over life-sustaining items as a pressure tactic – as part of a military strategy”.

Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon Saar said on Sunday that the country would accept a new US mechanism
that would start delivering humanitarian aid to Gaza.

A group of American security contractors, former military officers and humanitarian aid officials is
proposing to take over the distribution of food and other supplies in Gaza based on plans similar to those
designed by Israel.

The plan has been criticised for bypassing the UN and aid groups with expertise in aid delivery and
creating only four distribution points that would force a large number of Palestinians to travel to southern
Gaza.

According to the latest figures by Gaza’s Ministry of Health on Sunday, at least 52,829 Palestinians have
been confirmed killed and 119,554 wounded by Israeli military attacks since the Hamas-led October 7,
2023, attacks on southern Israel, which killed an estimated 1,139 people and resulted in more than 200
people taken captive into Gaza.

The Israeli military planned to intensify its ground occupation of Gaza on Sunday, pulling the Paratroopers
Brigade back from its incursions into Syria to be redeployed to Gaza.  The paratroopers have been
operating in the occupied Golan Heights and inside Syria since the fall of President Bashar al-Assad in
December.

Israel withdrew the Nahal Brigade from the occupied West Bank – which has also been under assault for
months – in its intended and self-proclaimed push to “conquer” Gaza.  But thousands of Israeli reservists
and other members of the Israeli military and security agencies, along with thousands of Israelis



demonstrating in the streets, have been calling for an end to the war to bring back all captives.

To address the growing dissatisfaction among soldiers, the Israeli government on Sunday approved a
“comprehensive benefit plan” for reservists worth about 3 billion shekels ($838m) that is slated to include
a series of economic and social benefits.

The army welcomed the plan approved by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, saying in a statement that
it is a reflection of soldiers’ “exceptional contribution” to Israeli society.

This comes as United States President Donald Trump, who has reportedly had some differences with
Netanyahu in recent weeks over the Gaza war and how to engage with Iran, will launch a tour of the
Middle East this week.
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