
Israeli attacks kill 52 in Gaza as
NGO slams ridiculously
inadequate aid

Rafah, May 22 (RHC)-- At least 52 people have been killed in Israeli attacks on Gaza, medical sources
told Al Jazeera, as pressure mounts on Tel Aviv to allow significant humanitarian aid into the besieged
enclave to avert a looming famine.

Israeli air strikes and tank fire continued to pound the besieged territory on Wednesday. Among those
killed were at least eight people in Gaza City, two people in central Gaza’s Nuseirat camp and two people
in the Maghazi camp in central Gaza, according to Al Jazeera reporters in Gaza.



The attacks come after Israel began allowing dozens of humanitarian trucks into Gaza on Tuesday, but
the aid has not yet reached Palestinians in desperate need.  Jens Laerke, the spokesperson for the UN’s
humanitarian agency, said no trucks were picked up from the Gaza side of Karem Abu Salem crossing,
known as Kerem Shalom to Israelis, in southern Gaza.

Israel announced that 93 aid trucks had entered Gaza from Israel following an 11-week blockade.
 Reporting from Deir el-Balah, central Gaza, Al Jazeera’s Tareq Abu Azzoum explained that most of those
trucks had only received military clearance to enter the Palestinian side of the crossing.

“They are still stuck at the border crossing.  Only five trucks have made it in,” Abu Azzoum said, adding:
 “This could be another sign of the systematic obstruction of aid in Gaza.”

Aid groups have said that the amount of aid that Israel is allowing is not nearly enough, calling Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s efforts a “smokescreen to pretend the siege is over.”  “The Israeli
authorities’ decision to allow a ridiculously inadequate amount of aid into Gaza after months of an air-tight
siege signals their intention to avoid the accusation of starving people in Gaza, while, in fact, keeping
them barely surviving,” said Pascale Coissard, the emergency coordinator in Khan Younis for Doctors
Without Borders, known by its French acronym MSF.

The Israeli military body that oversees humanitarian aid to Gaza said trucks were entering Gaza on
Wednesday morning, but it was unclear if that aid would be able to continue deeper into Gaza for
distribution.

A few dozen Israeli activists opposed to Israel’s decision to allow aid into Gaza while Hamas still holds
Israeli captives attempted to block the trucks carrying the aid on Wednesday morning, but were kept back
by Israeli police.

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas on Wednesday urged world leaders to take immediate action to
end Israel’s siege on Gaza, issuing the appeal in a written statement during a visit to Beirut, where he is
expected to discuss the disarmament of Palestinian factions in Lebanon’s refugee camps.

“I call on world leaders to take urgent and decisive measures to break the siege on our people in the
Gaza Strip,” Abbas said, demanding the immediate entry of aid, an end to the Israeli offensive, the
release of detainees and a full withdrawal from Gaza.

“It is time to end the war of extermination against the Palestinian people.  I reiterate that we will not leave,
and we will remain here on the land of our homeland, Palestine,” Abbas said.

Since the war began in October 2023 following the Hamas attack that killed 1,139 people in southern
Israel, Israeli attacks on Gaza have killed 53,573 people and wounded 121,688 others.
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