
Experts Stephen Hawking and
Noam Chomsky Warn of
Artificial Intelligence Arms Race

Buenos Aires, August 1 (RHC)-- Renowned physicist Stephen Hawking, philosopher Noam Chomsky,
leading technologist Elon Musk and thousands of other high-profile experts have called for the banning of
"killer robots" with Artificial Intelligence.

In an open letter presented at the International Joint Conference on Artificial Intelligence in Buenos Aires,
Argentina, the experts said: "AI technology has reached a point where the deployment of [autonomous
weapons] is -- practically if not legally -- feasible within years, not decades, and the stakes are high:
autonomous weapons have been described as the third revolution in warfare, after gunpowder and
nuclear arms."

Apple co-founder Steve Wozniak and Google DeepMind chief executive officer Demis Hassabis also
signed the letter. According to the letter's signatories, intelligent offensive weapons would lower the
threshold of going to battle and thus result in a higher loss of human life.

The mass development of autonomous weapon systems would launch an arms race, such as the one that
was triggered over the atom bomb, with the difference that AI does not require specific hard-to-create



basic materials, they argued. "The endpoint of this technological trajectory is obvious: autonomous
weapons will become the Kalashnikovs of tomorrow. The key question for humanity today is whether to
start a global AI arms race or to prevent it from starting," the high-profile experts noted.

"Autonomous weapons are ideal for tasks such as assassinations, destabilizing nations, subduing
populations and selectively killing a particular ethnic group," they added.

In May 2015, Musk, the CEO at the Space Exploration Technologies Corporation (SpaceX) and electric
car manufacturer Tesla Motors and one of the founders of Pay Pal online payments system, also voiced
his concerns over the matter.

In 2014, Hawking said attempts to create machines capable of thought could lead to the end of the human
race. "It would take off on its own, and re-design itself at an ever increasing rate," he said. "Humans, who
are limited by slow biological evolution, couldn't compete, and would be superseded."

https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/internacionales/64534-experts-stephen-hawking-and-noam-chomsky-
warn-of-artificial-intelligence-arms-race
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