THE HAVANA
DECLARATION: 55th
Anniversary

Ni caragua, Haiti, Santo Domi ngo or Cuba; have |ost, through the voracity of
Yankee inperialism huge and rich areas, such as Texas, vital strategic
centers, such as the Panama Canal, whole countries, such as Puerto Rico,
whi ch has been converted into an occupied territory; and have suffered,

nor eover, the outrageous treatnent dealt by the Marines to our wonmen and
daughters as well as to the highest synbols of our history, such as the
effigy of Jose Marti.

This intervention, based upon mlitary superiority, unfair treaties and
the m serabl e subnmi ssion of treacherous rulers, throughout 100 years has
been turning our Anerica -- the Anerica that Bolivar, Hi dalgo, Juarez, San
Martin, O Hi ggins, Sucre and Marti wanted free -- into areas of
expl oi tation, the backyard of the political and financial Yankee enpire, a
reserve of votes for the international organizations in which the Latin
Anmeri can countries have been appearing only as droves of beasts behind the
"restless and brutal North that despises us."



The National Ceneral Assenbly of the People declares that the

acceptance by the Governnents that officially represent the countries

of Latin Anmerica of that continued and historically irrefutable
intervention betrays the ideals of independent of its peoples, destroys its
sovereignty and prevents true solidarity anmong our nations, all of which
obliges this assenbly to repudiate it in the nane of the people of Cuba,
with a voice that echoes the hope and decision of the Latin Anmerican people
and the liberating accent of the immortal patriots of Qur Anmerica.

3) The National GCeneral Assenbly of the People of Cuba rejects
i kewi se, the intention of preserving the Monroe Doctrine, used until now,

as foreseen by Jose Marti, "to extend the domnation in America" of the
voraci ous inperialists, to better inject the poison also denounced in his
time by Jose Marti, "the poison of the |oans, the canals, the railroads..."

Therefore, in the presence of a hypocritical Panamericanismwhich is only

t he predom nance of Yankee nonopolies over the interests of our people and
Yankee handling of governnents prostrated before Washi ngton, the Assenbly
of the People of Cuba proclains the liberating Latinanericanismthat throbs
in Marti and Benito Juarez. And, upon extending its friendship to the North
Aneri can people--a country where Negroes are |lynched, intellectual are
persecuted and workers are forced to accept the | eadership of
gangsters--reaffirns its will to march "with all the world and not with
just a part of it."

4) The National Ceneral Assenbly of the People declares that the

spont aneous help offered by the Soviet Union to Cuba in the event our
country is attacked by the inperialist mlitary forces could never be
considered as an act of intrusion,but that it constitutes an evident act of
solidarity, and that such help, offered to Cuba in the case of an inmm nent
attack by the Yankee Pentagon, honors the Governnment of the Soviet Union
that offered it, as nmuch as the cowardly and crim nal aggressions agai nst
Cuba di shonored the Governnment of the United States. Therefore, the
General Assenbly of the People declares, before Arerica and before the
world, that it accepts and is grateful for the support of the Soviet
Union's rockets, should its territory be invaded by mlitary forces of the
United States.

5) The National Ceneral Assenbly of the People of Cuba categorically

deni es the exi stence of any purpose whatsoever on the part of the Soviet

Uni on and the Chinese People's Republic to "use Cuba's political, economc
and social situation... to jeopardize the continental unity and endanger
the unity of the hem sphere.”™ Fromthe first to the last shot, fromthe
first to the last of the twenty thousand nmartyrs who died in the struggle
to overthrow the tyranny and win revol utionary power, fromthe first to the
| ast revolutionary law, fromthe first to the last act of the revolution
the people of Cuba have acted with free and absol ute sel f-deterni nation,
and, therefore, the Soviet Union or the Chinese People' s Republic cannot be
bl amed for the existence of a Revolution which is Cuba's firmreply to the
crimes and wongs perpetrated by inperialismin Anerica.

On the other hand, the National General Assenbly of the People of Cuba

mai ntains that the policy of isolation and hostility toward the Sovi et

Uni on and the Chinese People's Republic, pronoted and inposed by the United
St at es Governnment upon the Governnments of Latin Anerica, and the

bel I'i gerent and aggressive conduct of the North Anerican Governnent, as
well as its systematic opposition to the acceptance of the Chinese People's
Republic as a nmenber of the United Nations, despite its representing al nost
the total population of a country of over 600 mllion inhabitants, do



endanger the peace and security of the hem sphere and the worl d.

Therefore, the National CGeneral Assenbly of the People of Cuba ratifies its
policy of friendship with all the peoples of the world, reaffirnms its

pur pose of establishing diplomatic relations with all the socialist
countries also, and, fromthis nmonment, in full exercise of its sovereignty
and free will, expresses to the Governnent of the Chinese People's republic
that it agrees to establish diplomatic relations between both countries

and that, therefore, the relations that Cuba has maintained until now with
the puppet regine, which is supported in Fornosa by the vessels of the
Seventh Fleet, are hereby rescinded.

6) The National General Assenbly of the People reaffirnms -- and is
certain of doing so as an expression of a view [Unreadable text] to all the
peopl e of Latin America--the denocracy is inconpatible with the financi al
oligarchy, racial discrimnation and the outrages of the Klu Kl ux Klan, the
persecution that deprived scientists |ike Oppenheinmer of their positions,
that prevented the world from hearing for many years the wonderful voice of
Paul Robeson, inprisoned in his own country, and that killed the
Rosenbergs, in spite of the protest and horror of the world and the appeal
of rulers frommany countries, including Pope Plus XlI.

The National Ceneral Assenbly of the People of Cuba expresses its

convi ction that denbcracy cannot consists only in an electoral vote, which
is alnost always fictitious and handl ed by big | andhol ders and prof essi onal
politicians, but in the rights of citizens to decide, as this Assenbly of
the People is now doing, their own destiny. Mreover, denocracy wll only
exist in Latin Anerica when its people are really free to choose, when the
hunbl e peopl e are not reduced--by hunger, social inequality, illiteracy and
the judicial systems--to the nost degradi ng i npotence.

For all the foregoing reasons, the National General Assenbly of the
Peopl e of Cuba:

Condemms the large states, a source of poverty for the peasants and a
backward and i nhuman agricul tural systenm condemms starvation wages and the
i ni quitous exploitation of human | abor by imoral and privileged interests;
condenmms illiteracy, the lack of teachers, of schools, of doctors and
hospitals, the lack of protection to old age that prevails in Latin
Anmerica; condemms the inequality and exploitation of wonen; condemns the

di scrimnation of the Negro and the Indian; condemms the mlitary and
political oligarchies that keep our peoples in utter poverty, block their
denocrati c devel opnent and the full exercise of their sovereignty; condemms
the granting of our countries' natural resources to the foreign nonopolies
as a subm ssive policy that betrays the interests of the people and yield
to the directives from Washi ngt on; condemms the systematic deceiving of the
people by the publicity nedia that serve the interests of the oligarchies
and the policies of oppressive inperialism condemms the news nonopoly by
Yankee agenci es, which are both instrunents of the North American trusts
and agents of Washi ngton; condemms the repressive |aws that prevent

wor kers, peasants, students and intellectuals, in short, the great mgjority
of each country, from organi zing thenselves and fighting for the
realization of their social and patriotic aspirations; condemns the
nonopol i es and inperialistic organizations that continuously | oot our

weal th, exploit our workers and peasants, bleed and keep in backwardness
our econom es, and submt the political |ife of Latin Arerica to the sway
of their own designs and interests.

In short, the National General Assenbly of the People of Cuba condemms,



both the exploitation of man by man and the exploitati on of under-devel oped
countries by inperialistic financial capital.

Therefore, the National Ceneral Assenbly of the People of Cuba
procl ai ns before Anerica:

The right of peasants to the land; the right of workers to the fruit of
their work; the right of children to education; the right of sick people to
medi cal and hospital attention; the right of youth to work; the right of
students to free, experinental and scientific education; the right of
Negroes and Indians to "the full dignity of man;" the right of wonmen to
civil, social and political equality; the right of the aged to a secure old
age; the right of intellectuals, artists and scientists to fight, with
their works, for a better world; the right of States to nationalize

i nperialist nmonopolies, thus rescuing their wealth and national resources;
the right of nations to trade freely with all peoples of the world; the
right of nations to their full sovereignty; the right of nations to turn
fortresses into schools, and to armtheir workers, their peasants, their
students, their intellectuals, the Negro, the Indian, the wonen, the young
and the old, the oppressed and expl oited people, so that they may defend,
by thensel ves, their rights and their destinies.

7) The National Ceneral Assenbly of the People of Cuba proclains

The duty of peasants, workers, intellectuals, Negroes, Indians, young

and old, and wonen, to fight for their economc, political and social
clains; the duty of oppressed and exploited nations to fight for their
liberation; the duty of each nation to nake common cause with all the
oppressed, col oni zed, exploited or attacked peoples, regardl ess of their

| ocation in the world or the geographical distance that may separate them
Al'l the peoples of the world are brothers!

8) The National Ceneral Assenbly of the People of Cuba reaffirnms its
faith in that Latin Arerica will be marching soon, united and triunphant,
free fromthe bindings that turn their economes into wealth relinquished
to North American Inperialismand prevent its true voice from being hard at
t he neetings where donesticated Chancellors form an infanmous chorus | ed by
their despotic nasters. Therefore, it ratifies its decision of working for

that comon Latin Anerican destiny that will enable our countries to build
a true solidarity, based upon the free will of each of themand the joints
aspirations of all. In the struggle for such Latin America, in opposition

to the obedi ent voices of those who usurp its official representation,
there arises now, with invincible power, the genuine voice of the people, a
voi ce that forges ahead fromthe heart of its tin and coal mnes, fromits
factories and sugar mlls, fromits feudal -types of |ands, where "rotos,"
"Chol os," "Gauchos," "Jibaros," heirs of Zapata and Sandi no, grip the
weapons for their freedom a voice that resounds in its poets and
novelists, inits students, inits wives and children, in its vigilant old
peopl e.

To that friendly voice, the Assenbly of the People of Cuba answers:
Present! Cuba shall not fail. Cuba is here today to ratify, before
Latin Anerica and before the world, as a historical commtnent, its
irrevocabl e dil emma: Fat herl and or Deat h.

9) The National Ceneral Assenbly of the People of Cuba resolves that
this declaration be known as "The Havana Decl aration.”



"...This declaration, once submtted to the consideration of the people

of Cuba, we shall ask all revolutionary organizations of Anerica, al

wor kers' unions, all student, intellectual and artistic organizations, al
revolutionaries in Anerica, to support it. It bears the prestige of the
denocratic contribution of our people, for what nust be enphasized, and we
shal I al ways enphasize, is that this Revolution reached power by the wll
of the people, governs for the people, and is held in power by the backing
of the people..."” The foregoing words were uttered by the Leader of the
Cuban Revol ution, Fidel Castro, as the great Assenbly of the People of
Cuba, summoned to reply to the Declaration of Saint Joseph, which was
approved by the Organi zation of American States, and in which, through the
pressure of inperialismand the subm ssion of the Latin Anmerican
Chancel l eries, the firm and courageous attitude of the revolutionary people
of Cuba, in defense of its agrarian, anti-inperialist, denocratic, national
and |iberating revolution, was condemed.

Carrying out the command of the General Assenbly of the People,

expressed in the foregoing words by the | eader of the Cuban Revol ution,

Fi del Castro, we submt to your consideration the text of this historic
docunent, approved in said General Assenbly, and request your adherence to
this resolution, which is the expression of our people's will to conquer or
perish, as well as the free voice of Qur Anerica, a victimof the
oppression of inperialismand its National allies: the big | andhol ders, the
political and mlitary oligarchs, the national traitors!

Carrying out the conmand of the General Assenbly of the Peopl e,

expressed in the foregoing words by the | eader of the Cuban Revol ution,

Fi del Castro, we submt to your consideration the text of this historic
docunent, approved in said General Assenbly, and request your adherence to
this resolution, which is the expression of our people's will to conquer or
perish, as well as the free voice of Qur Anerica, a victimof the
oppression of inperialismand its National allies: the big |Iandhol ders, the
political and mlitary oligarchs, the national traitors!

- END-
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