Human Trafficking in EU
Becomes Number One | llegal
Business
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New York, September 7 (RHC)-- The illegal, and often perilous business of smuggling refugees into the
European Union has grown into a huge business, larger than the illicit trade of drugs and weapons. “It has

developed into a business worth billions,” said Johanna Mikl-Leitner, the interior minister of Austria, as
quoted by the New York Times.

The official said that human traffickers were spread out across the region, in Bulgaria, Hungary,
Macedonia, Romania and Serbia.

Colonel Gerald Tatzgern, head of the Austrian police service fighting human trafficking, has said that in
Greece alone, there are 200 smuggling rings involved in the illicit business.

Head of Europe’s police agency (Europol), Rob Wainwright, recently told media that an estimated 30,000
people were involved in human smuggling gangs. "Europol has opened 1,400 cases this year involving
human smuggling,” Wainwright explained.



Analysts say the smuggling groups vary in size and sophistication and the routes they take to Europe,
usually a mix of land and sea. Often times, the human traffickers are local organized crime groups who
seize the opportunity to make money, said Izabella Cooper, spokeswoman for Frontex, which monitors
the European Union’s borders.

They (criminal gangs) employ agents on the ground to contact stranded refugees who could be potential
customers, Cooper said. “If a migrant has a lot of money, the smugglers can get them a forged passport
or a stolen ID card with a visa, together with a plane ticket to a chosen European country,” she said.

Migrants can sometimes get from Turkey to Germany with one central coordinator, said Livia Styp-

Rekowska, a senior immigration and border management specialist at the International Organization for
Migration.

Abandoned by their smugglers, 71 migrants were found suffocated in the back of a sealed truck along an
Austrian highway last week. Over 2,700 refugees have died trying to cross the Mediterranean into the
European Union so far this year.
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