General Assembly Passes
Resolution on Open Selection of
UN Chief

United Nations, September 12 (RHC)-- The United Nations General Assembly has approved a resolution
to make the mostly secretive selection of the secretary general more open and transparent. The
resolution, passed unanimously on Friday, will allow the 193 member states of the UN to access basic
information about all candidates and have the chance to meet and question them.

Since the UN was established in 1945, the 15-member UN Security Council has nominated a person for
the position of the UN chief in a closed-door meeting, and presented the name to the General Assembly
for its approval. The five permanent members of the council -- the U.S., the UK, China, France, and
Russia -- have been the key players in the selection process.

Under the new resolution, the council and assembly will send all 193 nations a letter "containing a
description of the entire process and inviting candidates to be presented in a timely manner." The
resolution also calls on potential candidates, one of whom will replace Secretary General Ban Ki-moon at
the start of 2017, to present their resumes and explain a vision for the job of the UN chief.



The 1 for 7 Billion campaign, which aims to change the selection process, hailed the resolution and called
it "a significant departure from the secretive and outdated process."

At present, the UN chief is eligible to be re-elected for a second five-year term. The campaign, however,
says it is harmful to the position, because the secretary general may try to lobby countries to gain a
second term. The campaign has called for limiting the duration of the post to a non-renewable seven-year
term.

The head of the world body has never been a woman during the 70 years of its existence, and over 40
countries have expressed interest in selecting the first female UN secretary general. Two Bulgarians --
Irina Bokova, the head of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),
and European Union budget commissioner Kristalina Georgieva -- together with Croatia's Foreign Minister
Vesna Pesic are among the potential candidates for the top job.
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