Cuban President Raul Castro
Presides Over Activity In Havana
on 40th Anniversary of Angola's
| ndependence
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Havana, November 12 (RHC)-- Cuban President Raul Castro presided over a political and cultural gala
Wednesday in Havana, marking the 40th anniversary of Angola's independence.

During the ceremony, President Raul posthumously awarded the honorific title of Hero of the Republic of
Cuba and the Maximo Gémez Order to Cuban internationalist combatants Raul Diaz Arguelles and Victor
Shueg Colas.

Cuban Interior Minister Carlos Fernandez Gondin was also presented with both distinctions, while the
head of the political division at the Interior Ministry, Romarico Sotomayor, was given the title of Hero of
the Republic of Cuba and the Playa Girén Order.



On hand at the gala Wednesday afternoon were Angolan diplomats and Cuban internationalist fighters
who fulfilled missions in Africa.

Meanwhile, Cuban Vice President Salvador Valdés Mesa is in Luanda, heading the country's official
delegation invited by the Angolan parliament to attend activities there on the 40th anniversary of
independence.
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