
U.S. Lawyer Says Obama Has
Power to Close Guantánamo
Prison, even without
Congressional Support

Washington, Feb 24 (RHC)   U.S. lawyer Thomas B. Wilner says that President Barack Obama has the
power to close the prison at the illegal base the US Government runs in the Eastern Cuban territory of
Guantánamo, and transfer the inmates to the US, even if Congress objects.

In an interview released on Cubadebate web page, Wilner -who has worked with cases involving the
prisoners at the enclave- said he is however NOT sure that Obama will use these powers for such an end,
because he will establish a precedent that other presidents from other political parties could use for other
purposes, like restoring torture, as Republican candidate Donald Trump now proposes.

The head of International Trade and Government Relationship at the law firm of Shearman & Sterling also
voiced uncertainty that the US Congress will give the green light to transferring the prisoners from
Guantánamo to the United States, adding that Obama could introduce other measures via executive
action, which would only be reasonable if he first tries to convince U.S. Legislators into closing the prison.



https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/internacionales/85240-us-lawyer-says-obama-has-power-to-close-
guantanamo-prison-even-without-congressional-support
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