
Dominican Republic's Incumbent
President Medina Wins
Reelection

Santo Domingo, May 17 (RHC)-- With 55 percent of the ballots counted from Sunday's election,
Dominican Republic President Danilo Medina is set for a second term with 62 percent of the vote so far. 
Medina's nearest rival, businessman Luis Abinader, has 35 percent of the vote.

Medina's centrist Dominican Liberation Party has been in the presidency for 12 years in the country,
which shares the island of Hispaniola with its economically depressed neighbor Haiti.

The party's secretary, Senator Félix Bautista, received the largest number of votes in the legislative
elections, winning 70 percent of the votes.

The Dominican Republic’s economy is booming thanks to the millions of dollars foreigners spend visiting
its luxury hotels and beaches. The economy grew 7 percent last year, helping solidify Medina's chances
for re-election.

Medina, 64 years of age, ranked as the most domestically popular leader in Latin America, with an 89
percent approval rating in a survey by Mexican consultant firm Mitofsky. 
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