Cuban Authorities Urge People to
Stay Alert, Prepare for Monster
Storm Irma

s Mote: The cone contains the probable path of the storm center but does not show
the size of the storm. Hazardous conditions can occur cutside of the cone.

Havana, September 7 (RHC)-- National Civil Defense Chief of Staff, Division General Ramon Pardo
Guerra urged the population to stay alert and prepared to confront category 5 Hurricane Irma.

Addressing a meeting of the National Civil Defense Council, Pardo Guerra insisted on the importance of
preparation efforts to minimize the effects of the storm.

The senior Cuban official insisted that people follow the reports issued by the Weather Forecast Center of
the National Meteorological Institute, and comply with evacuation and other measures as indicated by
Civil Defense and local authorities to protect human lives as well as private property and economic
resources.

As of 11 a.m. Thursday, Maximum sustained winds are 175 mph, and the storm is moving at 16 mph.
Cuba is right in the storm’s path, and forecasters predict Irma will reach the country's eastern region in the
early morning hours on Friday, bringing in hurricane-strength winds, heavy downpour, five to six-meter
high waves and life-threatening flash floods.



Forecasts indicate that Irma will continue on its path along or very close to Cuba’s northern coast up until
Saturday when it will likely head north toward Florida.
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