Cubansfrom all walks of lifeto
discuss draft text of new
constitution beginning August 13
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PROYECTO :
CONSTITUCION ‘!‘

DE LA
REPUBLICA DE CUBA

Havana, Aug 3 (RHC) — Millions of Cubans will be discussing beginning August 13 and until November 15
a draft of national constitution, in which all citizens are being urged to participate.

In statements to the press, Yumil Rodriguez, a member of the Parliamentary Commission for
Constitutional Reform, said the goal of this democratic exercise is to gather all opinions and questions
that the population may have about the proposed new constitution before the final version is submitted to
the National Assembly for definitive approval.

Historian Eduardo Torres Cuevas, also a member of the Commission, said there is much interest among
the Cuban population to get familiar with the new constitutional text and participate in its discussion. He
said the proposed text will come out enriched following its public debate.

The proposed reform is aimed at making the national constitution reflect changes undergone in Cuba in
the social and economic arenas.



Under the proposed new text, the Communist Party remains as dominant political force in Cuba.
Presidents will be limited to serving two consecutive five-year terms, and political power will be divided
between the president and a prime minister.

It bans discrimination based on gender, ethnic origin or disability, and seeks to also legalise same-sex
marriage.
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