
UN warns over 7 million Yemeni
children subject to serious famine
threat

 

United Nations, November 7 (RHC)-- The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) has warned that
more than seven million children are facing a serious threat of famine in Yemen as the Riyadh regime
presses ahead with its brutal aerial bombardment campaign against its crisis-hit southern neighbor.

“Today, 1.8 million children under the age of five are facing acute malnutrition, and 400,000 are affected
by severe acute malnutrition,” stated Geert Cappelaere, UNICEF’s regional director in the Middle East
and North Africa.

Cappelaere noted that “more than half” of the 14 million people at serious risk of famine in Yemen are
children.  “Ending the war is not enough.  What we need is to stop the war and [to create] a government
mechanism that puts at the center the people and children.

“The war is exacerbating the situation that was already bad before because of years of
underdevelopment,” in the impoverished Arab country, he pointed out.  Cappelaere also welcomed a call



by the United Nations to rekindle peace talks within a month.

He said efforts to come up with a solution to the ongoing Yemeni conflict within the next 30 days were
"critical" to improving aid distribution and saving lives.  The high-ranking UN official said that over 6,000
children had either been killed or sustained serious injuries since 2015.

“These are the numbers we have been able to verify, but we can safely assume that the number is higher,
much higher,” Cappelaere said.

The Saudi-led war has also taken a heavy toll on the country’s infrastructure, destroying hospitals,
schools, and factories.  The UN has already said that a record 22.2 million Yemenis are in dire need of
food, including 8.4 million threatened by severe hunger.  According to the world body, Yemen is suffering
from the most severe famine in more than 100 years.

A number of Western countries, the United States and Britain in particular, are also accused of being
complicit in the ongoing aggression as they supply the Riyadh regime with advanced weapons and
military equipment as well as logistical and intelligence assistance.
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