lranian foreign minister arrives
In Finland on first leg of
Scandinavian tour

Helsinki, August 19 (RHC)-- On the first leg of a three-nation Scandinavian tour, Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif has arrived in the Finnish capital of Helsinki for high-level talks with European
officials on ways to ease tensions in the West Asia region.

Speaking to reporters upon arrival in Helsinki, Zarif said "it is necessary to hold broad consultations" on
ongoing tensions in the West Asia given the "special situation" of the region.

"Today the situation in our region is special, and broad consultations are needed on this issue. Today
(Sunday) | was in Kuwait. I'm now visiting Finland, and then will head to Sweden and Norway at this
stage. In the next phase, I'll visit a number of Asian countries and continue the talks with them," Zarif said.

"Especially ahead of the UN General Assembly in New York, it is necessary to work for such coordination
given the currently special situation we have." The Iranian top diplomat said: "Finland, Sweden, and
Norway are all active in our regional issues; Sweden was responsible for the first Yemen summit, and
Norway seeks to organize a summit on Afghanistan. So it is necessary to hold dialogue with these
countries on regional issues as well."



Zarif pointed to an initiative for dialogue in the Persian Gulf set forth in the past by Finland, and said it is
almost similar to the plan Iran has earlier raised. "A few years ago | came here, Helsinki, and raised the
initiative of a regional dialogue forum in the Persian Gulf, and the Finnish have always been interested in
these issues."

Zarif raised the idea of a Regional Dialogue Forum for the first time in an op-ed article in The New York
Times on April 20, 2015, where he argued that "the establishment of a collective forum for dialogue in the
Persian Gulf region, to facilitate engagement, is long overdue."

In May 2016, he further elaborated on the initiative in his address to the fifth meeting of the Helsinki Policy
Forum in the Finnish capital. In the speech, the Iranian top diplomat stressed the importance of increasing
opportunities for dialogue in the region, particularly between the countries of the Persian Gulf.

Later in October 2017 and January 2018, Zarif repeated the calls for the formation of the Forum in an
attempt to restore peace and stability to the region.

Also in an address to the Valdai Club Conference in Moscow in February 2018, Zarif called on the Persian
Gulf states to work for the realization of “a historic paradigm shift” in the region through confidence-
building measures, which “could eventually lead to a regional non-aggression pact.”
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