Brazilian congressional
committee approves U.S. use of
military base

Brasilia, August 22 (RHC)-- The Foreign and Defense Committee of the Brazilian Congress has
approved, by majority vote, the commercial use by the United States of the Alcantara Base along Brazil's
north Atlantic coast.

This move comes just months after President Jair Bolsonaro inked a deal with his U.S. counterpart
Donald Trump to allow the Americans access to this satellite launching base. As a result of this move by
the Foreign and Defense Commitee, the U.S. will be allowed to launch rockets, spacecraft, and satellites
from the Alcantara facilities.

While the committee approved Washington's use of their facilities, they stated the Americans will not be
allowed to launch missiles from this installation. Per the agreement, Brazil authorizes the U.S. to launch
national or foreign-made rockets and spacecraft that have U.S. technological components.

The decision for the U.S. to use the Alcantara base will now be moved to the Science and Technology
and the Constitution and Justice (CCJ) committees. It will then have to be considered by the plenary of
the House and Senate.



The Brazilian opposition has stressed that this deal, which was first brought about in March when
President Jair Bolsanaro visited the U.S., has the potential to harm Brazil's national sovereignty, as U.S.
personnel will be the only ones authorized to use the Alcantara Base.

Wednesday's vote was headed by the President's son, Eduardo, who has recently been named Brazil's
envoy to the United States. The Brazilian opposition, along with many Bolsonaro loyalists, have opposed
this appointment because of Eduardo Bolsonaro's lack of qualifications and belief that nepotism is playing
a part in this decision.
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