Chile suspends hosting of APEC
and COP25 after popular protests

Santiago de Chile, October 30 (RHC)-- Chile has withdrawn as host of an APEC trade summit in
November where the United States and China had been expected to take major steps toward ending a
15-month-old trade war that has slowed world economic growth.

Chilean President Sebastian Pinera said he had taken the "painful” decision to cancel the summit in
Santiago, as well as a high-profile international gathering on climate change in December, to focus on
restoring law and order and pushing through a new social plan.

Massive protests over inequality, neoliberal policies and the dictatorship-era economic model have left at
least 18 people dead, 7,000 arrested.

The APEC summit was scheduled to bring together 20 world leaders, including U.S. President Donald
Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping, on November 16-17. U.S. and Chinese negotiators were
racing to have the text of an interim trade agreement ready in time for Trump and Xi to sign at the
meeting.

Chile's cancellation of the trade summit caught the Trump administration by surprise, a White House
official told Reuters. The official said Washington learned about the decision from news reports and is
seeking more information.



Chile will also not be able to host the COP25 global climate summit between Dec. 2 and Dec. 13, said
Pinera, who fired almost half his cabinet this week - including his finance, interior and economy ministers -
in a bid to quell the protests, to little effect.

Protests were continuing this week with hundreds of thousands of people taking to streets of major cities.
They are demanding the government creates a constituent assembly that would draw up a new
constitution that would be more democratic. Chile is the most expensive country in Latin America, with
very little social programs, no free higher education, and hyper business-friendly laws.

The climate summit would have brought delegates from around 190 nations to talks aimed at thrashing
out details of how to reduce global emissions to meet the Paris climate agreement.

The cancellations are a further blow to Chile's much-vaunted image as one of the most stable countries in
Latin America.

"This has been a very difficult decision, a decision that causes us a lot of pain, because we fully
understand the importance of APEC and COP-25 for Chile and for the world," Pinera said in a brief
statement from La Moneda presidential palace.

With Pinera's popularity at an all-time low, Chileans were calling for new protests and the United Nations
was sending a team to investigate allegations of human rights abuses by security forces.
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